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that of the square or triangle alone; and hence it will be right to
affirm that the square cannot be less than double the inscribed
triangle, together with the similar properties which belong to the
nature of this composite figure.

But if I think that existence is contained in the idea of a body
of the highest perfection, because it is a greater perfection to exist
in reality as well as in the mind than to exist in the intellect alone,
I cannot then conclude that this utterly perfect body exists, but
merely that it may exist; for I can well enough recognize that that
idea has been put together by my rnind uniting together all corporeal
perfections, and that existence does not arise out of its other cor-
poreal perfections, because it (existence) can be equally well affirmed
and denied of them. Nay, because when I examine this idea of
body I see in it no force by means of which it may produce or pre-
serve itself, I rightly conclude that necessary existence, which alone
is here in question, does not belong to the nature of a body, how-
soever perfect it may be, any more than it belongs to the nature of
a mountain not to have a valley, or any more than it pertains to the
nature of a triangle to have its angles greater than two right angles.
But now, if we ask not about a body but about a thing (of whatever
sort this thing may turn out to be) which has all those perfections
which can exist together, whether existence must be included in the
number of these perfections we shall at first be in doubt, because
our mind, being finite, and not accustomed to consider them unless
separately, will perchance not at first see how necessary is the bond
between them. But yet if we attentively consider whether existence
is congruous with a being of the highest perfection, and what sort of
existence is so, we shall be able clearly and distinctly to perceive
in the first place that possible existence is at least predicable of it,
as it is of all other things of which we have a distinct idea, even of
those things which are composed by a fiction of the mind. Further,
because we cannot think of God's existence as being possible, without
at the same time, and by taking heed of His immeasurable power,
acknowledging that He can exist by His own might, we hence con-
elude that He really exists and has existed from all eternity; for
the light of nature makes it most plain that what can exist by its
own power always exists. And thus we shall understand that neces-
sary existence is comprised in the idea of a being of the highest
power, not by any intellectual fiction, but because it belongs to the
true and immutable nature of that being to exist. We shall at the
same time easily perceive that that all-powerful being must comprise